The occurrence of trichinellosis in farm or wildlife animals in some areas pose the permanent risk of infection in humans. In Slovakia, where only the sylvatic trichinellosis exists, the humans trichinellosis is sporadic. The most common cause of infection is wild boar meat. Unusual local eating customs may also favour an outbreak of disease in humans. The outbreak of trichinellosis in Slovakia in 1998, when 336 people were affected, was of the same kind.
T richinellosis in humans occurs sporadically despite the veterinary safety regulations for food of animal origin in most countries. The extent of outbreaks varies, and also depends on regional and national eating habits. Most commonly people get infected after consumption of wild boar meat, but on the other hand, atypical sources of infection have also been recorded, e.g. red fox meat (Pozio, 1998) . Horning (1965) presented the review of infection sources of trichinellosis in humans in Switzerland. In 1936 five people were infected with coypu meat. In 1938 In , 1954 and 1955 overall thirteen people were infected with dog meat, one patient died three months after clinical symptoms appeared.
Trichinellosis in humans is rare in Slovakia. During 1962-1999 nine outbreaks were observed. All outbreaks happened in the region of Eastern Slovakia. The source of the infection usually was Trichinella larvae containing meat of wild boards, or meat of pigs fed with offal of wild boar and/or carnivore (Dubinsky et al., 1994 1987 -1996 (Dubinsky et al., 1998b . Sera of people suspected for trichinellosis were examined by ELISA method using the antigen of T. spiralis larvae. The same method was employed to examine the presence of anti-Trichinella antibodies in sera of dogs and small rodents (Havasiová & Dubinsky, 1994) . was the unequal distribution of Trichinella larvae 2.6 +-1.9 LPG in smoked sausages, whereas the average count of larvae was low (Dubinsky et al, 1998b) .
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The clinical symptoms of intestinal phase of trichinellosis did not appear as a consequence of the small number of received larvae. This finding clarifies late detection of clinical symptoms in most patients. A peculiar fact is that mostly men in active age were infected and points out that a traditional way of preparation and even occasional collective consumption of dog sausages could represent a risk in this region. 
